GIFT  OF A POLICEMAN
eply, " but I will try." And when the day came, 01 date amid the flowers lay the letter from the ] Authorities saying that an officer should be put upoi listrict indicated. With the police Mr. Barnett was a] >n excellent terms, and he frequently testified to the spl* [ualities which their disagreeable and difficult duties c orth.
" I stood aside and watched the police handle the m* i,nd marvelled, at their patience under really almost unei bble provocation,55 I recall him saying when a certain Ddell, herself only half sober, was fighting with her msband, and who, having been parted by the const igain united to turn their angry fists and ugly tongue lim. The attitude of the little crowd is on such occa i subtle influence, and one never to be reckoned on appears only to judge from the surface, but often the ; tnent is not superficial, for when all live so closely toge bhe character of everyone is known intimately, and infrequently the intervention of the police in a street seems to be an interference with justice, meted out at My husband put high value on the influence of the pc and instead of complaining to headquarters when t! were not quite all they ought to be, he invited the dii officers to come and talk over the difficulty. Those came to these informal talks have borne testimony t< encouragement they obtained in their work—so unrecognised and unappreciated; of the suggestions T seemed to lift dull routine into a possible mission; ai the courtesy, which while stimulating greater effon virtue and keener scent for wrong, yet never forgot the speaker was an outsider talking to an official, ^ life's work was under discussion, and who had to bear ' burden and heat of the day."
Years spent in East London brought us into frie contact with large numbers of the Force, and this rela
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